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Abstract:

Climate change (CC) has a number of immediate and long-term impacts on the fundamental determinants
of human health. A number of potential human health effects have been associated either directly or
indirectly with global climate change. Vulnerability to the risks associated with CC may exacerbate ongoing
socio-economic challenges. The objective of this review was to analyse the potential risk and vulnerability in
the context of climate-sensitive human diseases and health system in Tanzania. Climate sensitive vector-
and water-borne diseases and other health related problems and the policies on climate adaptation in
Tanzania during the past 50 years are reviewed. The review has shown that a number of climateassociated
infectious disease epidemics have been reported in various areas of the country; mostly being associated
with increase in precipitation and temperature. Although, there is no single policy document that specifically
addresses issues of CC in the country, the National Environmental Management Act of 1997 recognizes the
importance of CC and calls for the government to put up measures to address the phenomenon. A number
of strategies and action plans related to CC are also in place. These include the National Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan, the National Action Programme, and the National Bio-safety Framework. The
government has put in place a National Climate Change Steering Committee and the National Climate
Change Technical Committee to oversee and guide the implementation of CC activities in the country.
Recognizing the adverse impacts of natural disasters and calamities, the government established a Disaster
Management Division under the Prime Minister's Office. Epidemic Preparedness and Response Unit of the
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare is responsible for emergency preparedness, mostly disease
outbreaks. However, specific climate changes associated with human health issues are poorly addressed in
the MoHSW strategies and the national health research priorities. In conclusion, CC threatens to slow, halt
or reverses the progress the country has made or is making to achieve its national and millennium
development goals. It is therefore important that Tanzania prepares itself to appropriately address CC
impact on human health. It is equally important that policy makers and other stakeholders are engaged in a
process to update and adapt priorities, mobilize resources and build interdisciplinary research and
implementation capacity on climate change and its mitigation.
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 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public, Researcher

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement,
Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Landslides

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa

African Region/Country: African Country

Other African Country: Tanzania

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Leptospirosis,
Schistosomiasis, Other Diarrheal Disease

Vectorborne Disease: Flea-borne Disease, Fly-borne Disease, Mosquito-borne Disease

Flea-borne Disease: Plague
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Fly-borne Disease: Trypanosomiasis

Mosquito-borne Disease: Dengue, Malaria, Rift Valley Fever

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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